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(active) and Ab-mediated (passive) enhancement. The opsonization of antigen
recognition cells versus production of anti-idiotypic antibody theories of passive
enhancement are then presented and evaluated. Subsequent chapters, excellent in
depth and coverage, deal with: (i) the role and possible mechanisms ofaction ofanti-
idiotypic antisera on B- and T-lymphocytes; (ii) the use of donor-specific cellular
antigen in conjunction with antilymphocyte serum to achieve selective immunosup-
pression; (iii) the Ia antigens and Ir genes of the major histocompatibility complex
and their role in T-cell function and regulation; (iv) the modulation of a response
through the immunoregulatory T-cells and suppression both in vitro and in vivo; (v)
host-tumor interactions, blocking factors, and the derangement of immune regula-
tion in malignancy; and (vi) the current use of intermediate-specificity regimens and
the future clinical prospects for selective immunosuppression.
The monograph is throughout superbly written, highly informative, and a pleasure
to read; the references at each chapter's end are extensive and well-chosen. This
multi-author volume should be quite useful to immunologists, immunogeneticists,
and all those interested in and/or involved with transplant surgery. I am certain that
this monograph must have some problems; nevertheless, I simply was unable to find
any.
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This multi-authored monograph, based on the Proceedings of the Fifteenth
Symposium of the Society for the Study of Inborn Errors of Metabolism, is divided
into four sections: defects ofcell-mediated immunity; enzyme defects in immunodefi-
ciency; disorders of non-specific immunity; and screening for immunodeficiency. The
authors of the chapters are all experts in their field. Becuase the volume is based on a
symposium and is not a textbook, the chapters are not set out in a fashion ordered for
teaching. The discontinuity in the order ofthe chapters is more than made up for by
the quality ofthe presentations. The chapters on immunodeficiency diseases and the
genetics of the immune system serve as excellent reviews for either immunologists or
geneticists who deal with patients withthese conditions. They are clearly written with
multiple tables and many helpful line drawings to explain rather complex immune
mechanisms. The second section treats adenosine deaminase deficiency, purine
nucleoside phosphorylase deficiency, and other aspects of purine and pyrimidine
metabolism that lead to immunodeficiency. There is a very interesting chapter about
immune function in Down's Syndrome reporting a study done in Vasterbotten,
Sweden.
At the end of the book is a very interesting discussion section in which various
members of the symposium make comments on the material presented in the
individual chapters. This format gives one the opportunity to reflect critically on the
material and provides other views not presented in the individual chapters.BOOK REVIEWS 273
Overall, this is an excellent source book for geneticists and immunologists who
deal with patients with genetic disorders ofimmune function. It will also be helpful to
researchers in the field because it reviews the relevant evidence for genetic and
metabolic errors in immune function.
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ECONOMISTS AND HEALTH CARE: FROM REFORM TO RELATIVISM. By Daniel M. Fox.
New York, Prodist, 1979. 103 pp. $7.95.
The first section of this new work is an essay by Professor Fox which documents
and offers a personal interpretation of the history of health care economics. The
remainder of the volume consists of eleven commentaries on this exposition by a
veritable "Who's Who" of medical economists. Most of the commentaries applaud
Fox's groundbreaking effort while at least one (by I.S. Falk) takes strenuous
exception.
Fox's essay deals with contemporary intellectual history and focuses on that
interesting juncture between the science of economics and the history of economic
thought as applied to health. Fox does a laudablejob ofdocumentingthe significant
landmarks and turning points in health care economics. He attempts to explain the
underlying assumptions and prevailing social atmosphere which accompanied these
events. It is, therefore, much more than a collection of historical data and should
appeal to a wider audience of interested readers. Fox is most thorough when
discussing post-war health economics. His coverage of the American Medical
Association's role in this arena clearly reflects a great deal of research.
The commentaries provide fascinatingelucidation ofFox's thesis and are necessary
to gain a balanced perspective regarding the health economics movement. Each
commentator shares personal perceptions which carry historical value in themselves,
since they are made by individuals who have been shapers ofthe field. Contributions
by such authorities as Isidore Falk, Herbert Klarman, and Rashi Fein make this
book a reference for future health economists unlike any to be found elsewhere.
Although major portions of this volume have appeared in the Millbank Memorial
Fund Quarterly, the convenience of this single volume may make it worth the
purchase price.
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